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The Egyptian public’s attitudes towards Gulf women’s
empowerment issues on social media sites And its repercussions on
their mental image field study

Abstract

The study aims to monitor the Egyptian public’s attitudes toward the issues of
empowering Gulf women on social networking sites and its reflection on their mental
image, and to study the mediating variables affecting the effectiveness of these sites,
as well as measuring the volume and motives of the Egyptian public’s exposure to
social networking sites in drawing their mental image of Gulf women. And issues of
empowerment, and it is considered one of the descriptive studies, which relied on the
field survey approach by applying the questionnaire to a deliberate sample of (400)
individuals from the Egyptian public, divided between (200) individuals from the
media and academic elite audience, and (200) individuals from the general public
represented by Students of Cairo and Banha Universities, who use social networking
sites, The results concluded that the positive trend is dominant in social networking
sites’ treatment of Gulf women’s issues from the point of view of the Egyptian public,
the study sample, by emphasizing Gulf women’s achievements, ambitions, and ways
to empower them in various fields, followed by the neutral trend by focusing on the
strengths and weaknesses in relation to their image. Gulf women, by emphasizing
their right to exercise some rights, and refusing to exercise other rights, then the
negative trend.The results of the study showed that most of the mental images that
were formed among the Egyptian public, the study sample, through their follow-up of
Gulf women’s issues and topics on social networking sites, was the image of the
working woman who appears as an effective partner in the development of Gulf
society, followed in second place directly by the image of the ambitious woman, then
the leadership woman. In third place, then an outstanding and entrepreneurial woman
in fourth place. The study recommended the necessity of conducting comparative
studies between the impact of more than one media outlet in increasing awareness of
Gulf women’s empowerment issues. The results showed that there were no
statistically significant differences between the Egyptian public, the study sample,
according to gender, socio-economic level, and their attitudes towards Gulf women’s
empowerment issues raised on social media sites.

key words: Egyptian audience- Gulf women empowerment issues- social
media sites- Mental image
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